
443

Federal Property Management Regulations § 101–40.712

freight shipments made on Standard
Form 1103 or a commercial bill of lad-
ing converted to a Government bill of
lading or subject to the terms and con-
ditions of the Government bill of lad-
ing;

(2) The household goods carrier speci-
fied on Standard Form 1203; or

(3) Usually the origin carrier on
ocean or international air shipments.
When it is conclusively known on
which carrier’s line the loss or damage
occurred, the claim may be filed
against that carrier. When no part of
the shipment has been delivered, the
claim would normally be filed against
the carrier which accepted the ship-
ment.

[51 FR 24343, July 3, 1986; 51 FR 27539, Aug. 2,
1986]

§ 101–40.711 Collection of claims.

§ 101–40.711–1 Claims against domestic
carriers.

Formal claims (Standard Form 362
with supporting documents) shall be
filed with domestic carriers within the
time limits noted in § 101–40.709.

(a) Rail carriers, motor carriers, in-
land water carriers, domestic for-
warders, and other carriers subject to
the Interstate Commerce Act (ICA), are
required under 49 CFR subpart 1005.3 to
acknowledge receipt of a formal claim
in writing to the claimant within 30
days after receipt. In addition, 49 CFR
subpart 1005.5 requires carriers which
receive a written claim for loss or dam-
age to property transported to pay, de-
cline, or make a firm compromise set-
tlement in writing to the claimant
within 120 days after receipt of the
claim by the carriers. If the claim can-
not be processed or disposed of within
the initial 120 days, the carriers at that
time and at the end of each succeeding
60-day period, while the claim remains
pending, shall advise the claimant in
writing of the status of the claim and
the reason for the delay in making
final disposition thereof.

(b) When any carrier fails to dispose
of a loss or damage claim within a rea-
sonable period of time, agencies shall
collect the claim by setoff action; i.e.,
withholding payments from amounts
otherwise due and payable to the car-
rier for transportation and related

services. Earlier collection by setoff
may be made if it is known that a car-
rier is involved in a bankruptcy, insol-
vency, or relocation proceeding, and it
is clearly in the Government’s interest
to do so (4 CFR parts 102 through 105).

[51 FR 24343, July 3, 1986]

§ 101–40.711–2 Claims against ocean
and international air carriers.

Regulations of the General Account-
ing Office (chapter 13, § 86.1, GAO Pol-
icy and Procedures Manual for Guid-
ance of Federal Agencies) require that:

(a) When a loss or damage for which
the carrier is administratively deter-
mined to be liable has occurred in an
ocean or international air shipment, ef-
fort should be made to withhold an
amount sufficient to reimburse the
Government for the loss or damage
from the carrier’s bill covering the
charges for the transportation or re-
lated services on the same shipment. If
this is not possible, the withholding
should be made from a payment due
the carrier on an unrelated account.
Notice to the carrier of withholding
should request the carrier’s consent to
such action.

(b) If the carrier does not consent to
the withholding action prescribed in
paragraph (a) of this section, or if the
claim is not otherwise compromised or
withdrawn in accordance with 4 CFR
part 103 or 104, referral of the matter
shall be made to the Department of
Justice for consideration of the need
for suit to reduce the Government’s
claim to judgment. The referral shall
be made at least 90 calendar days prior
to the expiration of the 1-year period
for bringing suit against ocean carriers
(46 U.S.C. 1303(6)) or the 2-year period
for bringing suit against international
air carriers (Article 29 of the Warsaw
Convention; 49 Stat. 3021).

[38 FR 28680, Oct. 16, 1973, as amended at 42
FR 25861, May 20, 1977; 51 FR 24343, July 3,
1986]

§ 101–40.712 Referral of loss and dam-
age claims to the General Account-
ing Office or to the Department of
Justice.

Loss and damage claims which can-
not be collected, compromised, or ter-
minated in accordance with 4 CFR

VerDate 18<JUN>99 12:24 Aug 03, 1999 Jkt 183162 PO 00000 Frm 00443 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183162T.XXX pfrm09 PsN: 183162T


